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Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (Cuinrently amended) A mcliiod of securing tissue a first bone against movement 
relative to a portion ofei second bone in a patient's body, said method comprising tlie steps of; 

positioning a retainer member fonned of bone « through the portion of tho first bone m 
th e potiont' s body and into the second boneff .]]; 

Donn e oting tho rotoinor mcmbor fonnod of bon o ^ith tho tisauo to bo ooourod, omd atop of 
pocitioning tho rotainor mombor Iformod of bone in tho portion of tho bono in tho pationf a body 
inoludoq utilissing tho r e tainer momber formod of bono to forni on opening in tho portion of the 
bon e in tho pationfa body, whoroin tho portion of th e bono in tho pationt'G body io a first bono ond 
tho tiaouo to bo oocurod io a second bono in tho pationf g bodjs aaid &tgpa of positiomng a rotainGT 
m e mbo r fotmed of bono in the portion of tho bono in th e pationt's body and connecting the 
retoinor memb e r form e d of boM i ft ith the tioouo to be aoourod includ e o moving o portion of tho 
retainor member through tho firot bono into tho oooond bono to provont preventing relative 
movem ent between the first and second bones with the retainer member for a period of time: and 

thereafter, breaking the retainer member to release the first and second bones for 
movement relati ve to each other, wherein the r etainer member is broken in a joint space located 
between the firat and second bones. 

2.-4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently amended) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein paid atop of 
further comprising xitilizing the retainer member to form an opraing in the portion of tho first or 
second bone in the patient's body »aeI»deB moving at least a portion of the retainer member 
through a compact outer layer of the pordon of tho first or second bone i nto the pationfs body 
into cancellous bone enclosed by the compact outer layer. 

6. (Currently amended) A method as set foith in claim 1 wher e in oaid atop of 
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futtfaercompn^inR connecting the retainer member fonncd of bone with ^ssao to be geourod 
inoludos the second bo^e by moving a portion of the retainer member fonned of bone into M 
second bone and transmitting force between on outer side surface area on the retainer member 
formed of bone and the second bone . 

7. (Cuirently amendetQ A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein oaid atopa of 
pooitioning a rotaiticr mombor foimod of bono in the portion of the bono in the patient' a body en d 
fiirfter comprising connecting the retainer member fomfied of bone with the ^tte to bo cocurod 
«el«de first hone by moving a portion of the retainer member Arough ^ § portion of fliie first 
bone in the pationf s body into tho tigguo to bo soourod and transmitting farce between an miter 
side surface area on the retainer mem ber formed of bone and the first bone . 

8. -15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently amended) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step 
positioning the retainer member foimed of bone in tho portjon -ef through the ^ bone and into 
ftfi second bone in tho pationt'g boc ^ ^ includes moving a leading end portion of tibe retainer 
member fomied of bone through the first bone and into the portion of the second b one i»4h© 
pationt'a bo d y and intcrmpting movemeat of the retainer member fonned of bone into the portion 
of the bono in th e potiones bo^ when the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of 
bone has moved a predetamined distance into th e portion of the second bone disposed in ttie 
patient's body. 

17. -21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step of positioning 
the retainer member formed of bone iflH the portion of through the first bone and into the second 
bone in tho pationt'a body includes moving a thin elongated member into tho portion of throng 
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the first bone and into the second , hnnp. in thn p-ttinnfn hnHy ^ ffmVj ^^pp nf ntilir iTi^ tho r cta in o r 
member fbinmq uf b t ai e to form on op e ning in the portion of the bon e in the pati e nt'o body 
iaetedes guiding movement of the retainer member formed of bone into tho portion of through 
the fijst bone and into the second bone in tho paticntfl body with the thin elongated member. 

23.-27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim [[26]] 1 wherein said step of 
positioning a retainer member formed of bone in tho portion of through the feat bone and into the 
^m^bpn? inthopatient'abody include* enclosing the retainer member fonncd of bonc with a 
sleeve, applying force against a trailing end portion of the retainer member formed of bone, and 
moving a leading end portion of the retainer member fonncd of bone into tho portion of ftrough 
the &tst bone and into the second bone in the pationt'a body under the influence offeree ^plied 
against the trailing end portion of the retainer member formed of bone while the retainer member 
formed of bone is oiclosed by the sleeve. 

29. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 28 further including the step of 
interrupting movement of the leading aid portion of the retainer member formed of bone intoiho 
portion of fliiaaeil the ^ bone and into tfie second bone in th e patient's body when the leading 
end portion of the retainer member fonmed of bone has moved a prBdetermined distance *ato ^ 
portion of thseagli the fiigt bone and into the second bone in tho pationt's body . 

30. -45. (Cancelled) 

46. (Currently amended) A method of securing a jBrst bone in a patient's body against 
movement relative to a second bone in the patient's body, said method comprising the steps of 
moving a retainer member into the ftrst and second bones, retaining the fiist and second bones 
against movement relative to each other with the retainer morabw, and, thereafter, breaking the 
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retainer member to release the first and second bones for movement relative to each other* 
wherein the retainer member is bro ken in a joint space located between the first and second 
bones. 

47- (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein the retainer member is foraied 
of bone, said step of moving the retainer member into the first and second bones includes 
utilizing the retainer member fontied of bone to at least partially fonn an opening in at least one 
of the bones. 

48. (Original) A method s& set forth in claim 46 wherein said stq> of breaking the 
retainer member to release the first and second bones for movement relative to each other 
includes bending a joint between the first and second bones. 

49. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein said step of moving the retainer 
m^bcr into the first and second bones includes utilizing the retainer member to form an 
opening extending through the first bone and to form an opening extending into the second bone. 

50. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein said step of moving the retainer 
member into the first and second bones includes moving the retainer member through cormcctive 
tissue disposed between the first and second bones. 

5 1 . (Originat) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein an end portion of the first bone 
is disposed adjacent to an end portion of the second bone, said step of moving the retainer 
member into the first and second bones includes moving a portion of the retainer member 
through the end portion of the first bone into the end portion of the second bone, 

52. -63. (Cancelled) 
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64. (Currently amended) A method as set forth in claim 6* 49 further including the 
stq) of removing a hard sur&ce area iBnom a location on Ae a compact outer layer of at least one 
of the portion oftho first and second bone in the patient's body, said step of utiJ.izing the retainer 
member forniisd of boiiu to form an opening includes transmitting force from the leading end 
portion of the retainer membo- fomiod of bono to the portion of Ac bono in the pattwit's bo^ at 
the location where the hard surface area on the compact outer layer was r«noved. 

65. (Currently amended) A method as set forth in claim 62 whcroin floid step of 46 
forther comprising connecting the retainer member fonned of bong with tissue to bo ooourod 
HKsludoB moving a portion of the rotainor mombor fonned of bon e tiirou^ tho tioouo to bo 
s ecurodtiB d the first and second bones bv transmitting force between an outer side STirface area 
on the retainer member i wm e d of bono and th e tiofino to be aoourod ofteg porfomiine oaid step-ef 
mOTdng g portion oftho ictaiaog member formod of bono through tho tiojue to ba gcogro d the fust 
and second bones. 

66. -68. (Cancelled) 

69. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim [[62]] £7 wherein said step of 
utilizing the retainer manber formed of bone to at least partially form an opening in at least one 
of the boi^e^ Wfflpdeji mo^Tng tho Icoding end portion oftho rotaiticr mombor fonnod of bono into 
th e portion oftho bono in tho patient'o body inoludoo enclosing the retainer member formed of 
bone wifli a sleeve, and applying force against a trailing end portion of said retainer member 
fbimed of bone to move fte a leading end portion of the retainer member fomied of bone intog 
oompaot outer lai^cr of thp portion of throudi the firet bone and into the second bone i n the 
patient's body, 

70. -73. (CanceUed) 
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74. (Ctirreatly amended) A method of ixmnobilizing a joint between first and second 
bone in a patient's body, said method comprising the steps of moving a retainer member formed 
of bone through a portion of tlie first bone and into the second bone, and holding the first and 
second bones against movement relative to each other with the retainer member formed of bone, 
wherein th e jSrst and second bones are diffierent bones in the natient^s body . 

75- (Original) A method as set SotOx in claim 74 wherein said step of moving a retainer 
member formed of bone darough a portion of the first bone and into the second bone includes 
utilizing the retainer member formed of bone to form an opening in the second bone as the 
retainer member.formed of bone moves into the second bone. 

76. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 74 further including the step of releasing 
the first and second bones for movement relative to each other by breaking the retainer member 
formed of bone. 

77. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 74 further including the step of positioning 
tissue at the joint between the first and second bones prior to perforating said step of moving a 
retainer member fonmied of bone through a portion of the first bone and into the second bone. 

78. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 74 fiirdier including the step of determining 
the extent of movement of a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone relative 
to the first bone and interrupting said step of moving the retainer member formed of bone 
through a portion of the first bone and into the second bone upon determining that the extent of 
movement of the leading end portion of the retainer member fomied of bone corresponds to a 
predetermined extent of movement. 

79. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 74 further including the step of 
inserting the retainer member formed of bone into a tubular member^ and positioning the tubular 
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member adjacent to the first bone, said step of moving a retainer member jformed of bone through 
a portion of the first bone and into the second bone is at least partially performed with a portion 
of the retainer member formed of bone disposed in the tubular member. 

80. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 79 wherein said step of moving a 
retainer member fomied of bone through a portion of the first bone and into the second bone 
includes applying force against a trailing end portion of the retainer member formed of bone 
while the trailing e$\d portion of the retainer member formed of bone is enclosed by the tubular 
member. 

81. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 74 wherein said step of moving a 
retainer member formed of bone through a portion of the first bone and into the second bone 
inchides moving a thin elongated member into the portion of the first bone and into the second 
bone in the patient's body and moving the retainer member formed of bone along the thin 
elongated member into the portion of the first bone and into the second bone in the patient*$ 
body. 

82. (Withdrawn) A mdhod as set forth in claim 8 1 wherein said step of moving the 
retainer member formed of bone along the thin elongated member into the portion of the first 
bone in the paticnfs body includes utilizing the retainer member formed of bone to form an 
opening in the portion of the first bone and the second bone in the patient's body. 

83. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 82 wherein said step of positioning 
the retainer member formed of bone in the portion of the first bone in the patient's body includes 
the steps of enclosing the retainer formed of bone with a tubular member disposed adjacent to an 
outer side of the portion of the first bone in the patient's body, and applying force against a 
trailing end portion of the retainer member formed of bone. 
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84. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 81 wherein said step of connecting 
the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured includes moving the retainer 
member formed of bone through the tissue. 

85. (Cancelled) 

86. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 8 1 flirther including the step of 
removing a hard surface area from a location on the portion of the first bone in the patient's body, 
said step of moving a thin elongated member into the portion of the fiist bone in the patient's 
body includes moving the thin elongated member into the portion of the first bone in the patient's 
body at the location where the hard surface area on the portion of tfie first hone in tihe patient's 
body was removed, said step of moving the retainer member formed of bone along the thin 
elongated member includes moving a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone 
into engagement with the portion of the first bone in the patienfs body at the location where the 
hard surface area on the portion of the first bone in the patient's body was removed. 

87. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 81 wherein said step of moving the 
retainer member farmed of bone along the thin elongated member includes utilizing the retainer 
member fojxaed of bone to form an opening in the portion of the first bone in the patient's body 
by pushing material fontning the portion of the bone in the patient's body aside under the 
Influence of force transmitted through the retainer member formed of bone. 

88. -100. (Cancelled) 

101 . (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 further comprising the steps of 
positioning at least a portion of a retainer member formed of bone in a tubular member, and 
moving at Iea5t a portion of the retainer member formed of bone out of the tubular member ifite 
the portion of through th e first bone and into the second bone in the patient's body« 
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102. (Withdrawn) A method a$ set forth in claim 101 V/1ierein said step of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member fonned of bone out of the tubular member into tho portion 
ef througdht the_6iat bone and into the second bone in the patient's body includes forming an 
opening in the portion of tho first bone in the patimt's body with a leading end portion of the 
retainer m^ber formed of bone. 

103. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 101 wherein said step of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone out of the tubular member into the portion 
ef through th e first bone md into the second bone in the patient's body includes initiating 
formation of an opening in th e portion of tho first bone in the patient's body. 

104. (Wittidrawn) A method as set forth in claim 101 iurtfier including the step of 
removing a hard sur&ce area from a location on th e portion of tho bon e in tho pirtt e nt'g body M 
least one o f the first and second bones, said step of moving at least a portion of the retainer 
member fonned of bone wrto through the portion of tho first b one and into the second bone ia-fee 
pflti e nf g bod>^ inchides transmitting force firom an end portion of the retauier member fonned of 
bone to tho portion of tho bon e in th e pationt'G body at the location where the hard surface area 
was removed. 

105. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim lOl wherein said step of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member fonned of bone ie^ through the portion of the first b one 
and into the second bone in tho pationt'a body includes rotating the retainer member fomied of 
bone about a central axis of the retainer member formed of bone. 

106. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 101 wherein said step of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone into through the portion of tho fiisLbone 
and into the second bone in tfao paticnt'a body includes applying an axially directed force against 
the retainer member formed of bone and pudiing material of at least one of the^ortion of the 
fimt and second bones in the patient's body aside under the influence of the axially directed force 
without rotating the retainer member fonned bone about a central axis of the retainer member 

10 
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formed of bone. 

107. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 01 wherein said step of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member fomied of bone into the portion of through the first bone 
and into the second bone in the patient's body includes moving at least a portion of the bone in 
the patient's body into cancellous bone enclosed by the compact outer layer. 

1 08. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 101 wherein said steps of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer m ember fanned of bone out of the tubular member into the portion 
of through th e_first bone and into the second bone in the patient's body mA includes connecting 
the retainer member formed of bone with the tie sa e to b e s e oured inoludo the first and second 
bones bv moving a portion of the retainer member formed of bone through the portion of tho first 
bone and into the second bone in the patient^s body into the tisan e to bo oocurod and transmitting 
force betw een an outer side surface area on the retainer member formed of bone and the first and 
second bones, 

109. -llS.(CanceUed) 

116. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 101 wherein said step of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone out of the tubular member into the portion 
of through the first bone and irito the second bone in the patient^s body includes moving a 
leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone i n to the portion of tho rotainor 
m e mb e r formed of bon e in to iho portion of the bono through the first bone and into the second 
bone in the patient's body and interrupting movement of the retainer member formed of bono 
into th e portion of the bono in tho patient's body when the leading end portion of the retainer 
member formed of bone has moved a predetermined distance into through th e portion ^^ rf the first 
bone and into the second bone dispos e d in the patient's body. 

117. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 1 01 wherein said step of moving at 
least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone out of the tubular member into th e portiea 

11 
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ef ttxcQugh th e first bone and into the second bone in the patient*s body includes moving a thin 
elongated member mto - tho portion of through th e_first bone and into the second bone in the 
patient's body and guiding movement of the retainer member formed of bone in to tho portion of 
through the fiigt bone and into the second bone in the patient's body with the thin elongated 
member. 

118. (Cancelled) 

1 19. (Withdrawn) A m^hod as set forth in claim 44« IQX jRnther including the step of 
disengaging the tubular member Srcm th e tissu e to bo aoourod and the retainer member formed of 
bone after peifomiing said step of moving at least a portion of the retainer member formed of 
bone into the portion of througji th e first bone and into the second bone in the patient^s body. 

1 20. (Currently amended) A method of securing tissu e a first bone against movement 
relative to a portion of a secfflid bone in a patient's body, s flid4TO e thod comprising the steps of 
moving a retainer monber formed of bone into th e portion of throup:h tihi e first bone and into the 
second bone in the patient's body under the influence of force applied against a trailing end 
portion of the retainer member formed of bone, wherein the first and second bones are different 
bones in the patient's body, said step of moving the retainer member formed of bone into tho 
portion of through th e first bone and into the second bone in the patient^s body under the 
influence of force q>plicd against the trailing end portion of the retainer member formed of bone 
includes initiating formation of an opening in the portion of the first bone in the patient's body by 
transmitting force from a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone to tiie 
portion of the first bone in the patient's body and barging the opening by continuing to transmit 
force from the leading ^d portion of the retainer member formed of bone to tho portion of the 
first bone in the patient's body, initiating formation of an opening in the second bone in the 
patient's body bv transmitting force from the leading end portion of the retainer member formed 
of bone to the secon d bone in the natient^s body and enlarging the opening bv continuing to 
transmit force fiom the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone to the second 
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botie in the patient's body , and connecting the retainer member formed of bone with the ^ssue to 
bo seottfo d first and second bone si wher e in tho portioTi nf tho hntya m ihn pntiAnt'o Twiy in n rimt 
bono and tfao tiajuo to bo Gocur e d ia a oocond bon e in the patient's body, ooid otopa of pooitiomnfi 
G r- r e tain e r m e mbor formed of bono in tho portion of tho bono in the potient'o bo<^ and oonneoting 
fe e- retain e r mombor fo iu i u J of bono with tho tissue to bo ooourod incliideo moving a portion of 
the rotoinor member through th e first bono into th e s e cond bono to prevent relativo movomont 
b e tween th e firgt and gooond bo B o g, 

121. (Currently amended) A mefliod as set forth in claim 1 20 further including the 
step of r^oving a hard surface area fix>m a location on tho portion of t he first b one in the 
patient's body, said step of initiating formation of an opening in th e portion of the first bone in 
the patient's body includes transmitting force fix^m the leading end portion of the retainer 
member formed of bone to tho portion of the first bone in the patient's body at the location where 
the hard surface area was removed. 

122. (Currently amended) A method as set forth in claim 120 wherein said step of 
moving the retainer member formed of bone in to th e portion of through the fisst bone and into 
the second bone in the patient's body includes moving at least a portion of the retainer member 
through a compact outer layer of the portion of tho bono first and second bones into cancellous 
bone enclosed by the compact outer layer. 

123. (Currently amended) A method as set fordi in claim 120 wherein said step of 
coimectjng the retainer member formed of bone with tiaauo to bo - 9ocured the first and second 
boties includes moving a portion of th e r e tain e r mombor form e d of bono into tho tisoue to bo 
o e ourod and transmitting force between an outer side surface area on the retainer m^ber fomied 
of bone and the tiaouo to bo soourcd first and second bones , 

124. (Currently amended) A method as set forth in claim 120 fiirther including the 
step of mterrupting movement of 4e retainer memba: formed of bone in to tho portion o f through 
the £]st bone and into th e second bone in the patient's body when the leading end portion of the 
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retainer member formed of bone has moved a predetermined distance in to th e portion of through 
the first bone and into the second bone digpo s o d in the patient's body. 

125. (Withdrawn) A me^od of securing ti$$iie a first bone against movement relative 
to a portion of a second bone in a patient's body, said method comprising the steps of moving a 
retainer member formed of bone into the portion of through the first bone and into the second 
bone in the patienf s body, and conn ecting the retainer member formed of bone with th e tissu e to 
bo socured the first and second bones, said step of moving a retainer member formed of bone if^ 
th e portioH -e f tlumigh the first bone and into the second bone in the patient's body includes 
deflecting material of th e portion of the first and second bones bono dioposod in the patient's 
body under the influence of force transmitted through the retainer member formed of bone as the 
retainer member is moved through the first bone and into the second bone without rotating the 
retainer member formed of bone relative to the portion of th e bon e first and second bones in the 
patient's body and interrupting movement of the retainer member formed of bone relative to th e 
portion of the bono the first and second bones in the patient's body with the retainer member 
fonned of bone disposed in engagement with the portion of the bono first and second bones in 
the patient's bod y, wherein the portion of the bone in th e patien t^o body is a f i rst bon e and fee 
t i flsu e to b e o e ourod ia a cocond bon e in the pationt'o body, oaid atepo of poaitioning a rotainor 
memb e r formed of bone in th e portion of tho bono in tho pati e nf s body end oomi e ct i ng th e 
r e tain e r nwmbor form e d of bon e witfi the tioouo to bo s e ciir e d inoludoo moving a portion of tho 
retain e r member through th e first bone into tho oocond bon e to pr e v e nt rolativo movomont 
bet^veon tho-firj^t and s e oond bonos . 

126. (Currently amended) A method as set forth in claim 125 wherein said step of 
moving a retainer member formed of bone into the portion of through the fijrat bone and into the 
second bone in the patient's body includes utilizing the retainer member fonoaed of bone to 
initiate formation of an opening in a compact outer layer of the portion of tho firgt bone in the 
patient's body. 



14 



PAGE ' RCVD AT 4/19/2004 3:01 :S6 PM [Eastern DayligM 



04/19/20B4 14:58 3B5-416-4489 FXGGBB MIAMI PAGE 16/24 



ApplicaTit(s}: P. Bonutti 
Application No.: 1(V007»360 
Exaniiner: B. Robert 

1 27. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in claim 125 wherein said step of moving a 
retainer member formed of bone into the portion of through the first bone and into the second 
bone in the patient's body at least partially includes enclosing the retainer membor formed of 
bone with a tubular member^ and moving a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of 
bone Into th e portion of throng the fcsl bone and into the second bone in Ac patient's body 
under the influence of force applied against a trailing end poitton of the retainer member formed 
of bone while the retainer member formed of bone is at least partially enclosed by the tubular 
member. 

128* (Currently amended) A method as set forth in claim 125 further including the 
step of interrupting movement of the retainer member formed of bone into th e portion of through 
the first bone and into the second bone in the patients body when a leading end porti on of the 
retainer member formed of bone has moved a predetermined distance mto th o portion of through 
the &st bone and into the second bone in the patient's body 

1 29. (Currently amended) A method of securing tiaauo a first bone against movement 
relative to ft ^K)ftion of a second bone in a patient's body, said method comprising the steps of 
initiating formation of an opening in the portion of tho first bone in the patient's body by 
applying force against the portion of tho first bone in the patient*s body with an end of a retainer 
member formed of bone, moving at least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone into 
the opening initiated in the portion of tho first bone in the pati ent's body by the retainer member 
formed of bone, and connecting the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be 
secured, wherein tho porti on of th e bono in tho patient* a body io a firat bono and the ti ssue to be 
secured is a second bone in the patient's body, said stq^s of po s itioning a moving at least a 
portion of the retainer member formed of bone in the portion of tho first bone in the patient's 
body and connecting the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secui^ includes 
moving a portion of the retainer member through the first bone into the second bone to prevent 
relative movement between the first and second bones, and thereafter, breaking the retainer 
member to release the first and second bones for movement relative to each other> wherein the 
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rctaitier member is b roken in a joint space l(»&ated between the first and second bones . 

130. (Currently amended) A method as set forthin claim 129 further including the 
step of removing a hard surface area from a location on the portion of fee first bone in the 
patient's body, said step of initiating formation of an opening in the p€ M:^on of th e first bone in 
the patient's body includes transmitting force from the rad of the retainer member formed of 
bone to the portion of tho first bone in the patient's body at the location where the hard surface 
area was removed. 

131. (Currently amended) A method as set forth in claim 1 30 wherein said step of 
transmitting force from the end of the retainer member formed of bone to the portion of 4he first 
bone in the patient's body includes rotating the retainer member formed of bone about a centml 
axis of the retainer member fomcd of bone. 

1 32. (Currently amended) A method as set forfli in claim 130 wherein said step of 
transmitting force from the end of tiie retainer member formed of bone to the porti on of tho first 
bone in the patieaifs body includes pushing material of the portion of the first bone in the 
patient's body aside under the influence of force transmitted from the retainer member foraied of 
bone. 

1 33. (Currently amended) A method as set forth in claim 129 wherein said step of 
moving at least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the portion of tho first bone 
in the patient's body is performed without rotating the retainer member formed of bone about a 
longitudinal central axis of the retainer member formed of bone. 

1 34. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 129 wherein said step of 
connecting the retainer member fonncd of bone with tissue to be secured includes moving a 
portion of the retain er member formed of bone into the tissue to be secured and transmitting 
force between an outer side surface area on the retainer member formed of bone and the tissue to 
be secured, 
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1.35. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claijoa 129 wherein said step 
moving at least a portion of the retainer member fonncd of bone into the opening initiated in the 
portion of the bone in the patient's body by the retainer member formed of bone includes moving 
a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the portion of the bone in the 
patient's body and interrupting movement of the retainer member formed of bone mto the portion 
bf the bone in the patienf s body when the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of 
bone has moved a predetennined distance into the portion of the bone disposed in the patient's 
body. 

136.-137. (Cancelled) 

138. (Currently amended) A method as set fortti in claim 129 wherein said step of 
connecting the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to be secured is performed after 
performance of said step of initiating formation of an opening in the portion of the first bone in 
the patient's body. 

139. (New) A method as set forth in claim SO, wherein the connective tissue is healed 
prior to breaking the retainer member. 
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